
Question 1 

What type of user are you? 
Check all that apply.
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Grower/Wholesaler

Public Garden

Retailer

Designer

Installer

Other

1.61%

3.23%

1.61%

97.58%

31.45%

4.84%
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Question 2 

In considering plant pots that are 
alternatives to new pots made of 
virgin plastic, what material is most 
important to you?
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Natural/biodegradable

Recycled plastic that is verifiable

Previously used plastic pots

74.19%

11.29%

14.52%



Question 3

What sizes would you like 
to see in alternative pots? 
Check all that apply.
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Flats/plugs

Quarts

Gallons

66.94%

79.84%

91.94%
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Question 4 

“Durability” is the ability of 
something to exist for a long time 
without significant deterioration 
in quality or value. When it comes to 
durability,what qualities would you 
like to see? Check all that apply.

Healthy Pots, Healthy Planet: What Users Want

March 2023
Survey of members of the Association of Professional Landscape Designers

Strong material that contains plant, soil, and moisture

Does not require more frequent watering

Sufficient lifespan for storage and growing

Decay and water resistant

Other

71.77%

25%

69.35%

20.97%

8.87%
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Question 5 

How important is the cost 
of alternative pots to you?
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Extremely important

Slightly important

Neutral

Slightly unimportant

Not important at all

22.58%

37.90%

30.65%

6.45%

2.42%
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Question 6 

What is important to you when it 
comes to availability of alternative 
pots? Check all that apply.
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Widely available

Produced as close to point of use as possible

Other

82.26%

50.81%

8.06%
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Question 7 

Alternative pots should 
support good plant health. What 
qualities are important to you? 
Check all that apply.
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Retains moisture

Maintains appropriate soil temperature

Harmless to plants

Fertilizes plants

Other

72.58%

55.65%

92.74%

4.03%

11.29%
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Question 8 

When handling plants in 
alternative pots, what 
qualities are important to you? 
Check all that apply.

Healthy Pots, Healthy Planet: What Users Want

March 2023
Survey of members of the Association of Professional Landscape Designers

Light weight

Easy to pick up

Easy plant removal

Stackable

Shippable

Plantable

Other

54.03%

66.94%

74.19%

52.42%

28.23%

35.48%

5.65%
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Question 9 

Certifications from a third party can give a 
purchaser confidence that the manufacturer's 
claims are true. What product certifications 
are important to you? Check all that apply.
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USDA BioPreferred (a US Dept. of Agriculture program certifying 
biobased content in various products)

ASTM (international voluntary and consensus products standards 
developed by the American Society for Testing and Materials)

Certifications do not matter to me

Other

42.74%

23.39%

51.61%

7.26%

31.03%

24.14%

3.45%



Question 10 

When you consider the environmental 
impact of an alternative pot across 
its production, use, and disposal, what 
qualities matter to you? Check all 
that apply.
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Low embodied energy 					   
(the amount of energy used to produce a product)

Non-toxic

Low polluting potential

Not likely to deplete other natural resources

Other

74.19%

86.29%

95.97%

83.06%

9.68%
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Question 11 

What happens to the plastic 
pots after your planting 
projects have been installed? 
Check all that apply.
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I re-use them

They are donated for re-use

They are taken to a recycling facility

They go to trash

The grower takes them back

Other

58.06%

39.52%

33.87%

46.77%

29.03%

11.29%
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Question 12 

What disposal options 
would you like to have? 
Check all that apply.
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Re-use

Recycling center with verifiable processes and markets

Industrial composting

Home composting

Plantable

Other

71.77%

62.90%

54.03%

45.16%

48.39%

5.65%
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